
Living with Coyotes 
Coyotes are found all over the country, into Canada, and  

down to Panama.  They are also found all over New Jersey,  

as well as here in Chatham.  In general, they are not a threat 

to people if you take the proper precautions and know what  

to do if you see one.   

COYOTE HISTORY: 

Coyotes are not native to NJ, but 

expanded their range from the 

west, through Canada, inter-

breeding with wolves and dogs 

along the way.  Eastern Coyotes 

are therefore larger than West-

ern Coyotes.  The first coyotes  

were first seen in NJ in the 

1960s.  

 

COYOTE DESCRIPTION:  

Coyotes have fur of mixed white, gray, and 

brown.  Their long tails are held downward, 

which is distinct from domestic dogs.  They can 

be up to 55 lbs. and are smaller than a German 

shepherd.  They are dramatically smaller than 

wolves, which were extirpated from NJ 200 

years ago. 

 

COYOTE SAFETY: 

1) Do not feed coyotes. They find their own food. 

2) Do not let pets run loose, particularly at night.  Keep pets leashed. 

3) Do not run from a coyote—it will chase. 

4) Use fencing or repellants to keep coyotes away from your property, if necessary. 

5) Report aggressive, fearless coyotes immediately to 1—877-WARN-DEP 
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6) Do not create conflict where it doesn’t exist.  It is possible to see a coyote during the 

day and not have a dangerous situation.  Use the following rubric to assess risk: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) To scare away a coyote, do the following: 

 

Make eye contact and back away slowly. 

 

 

         Make yourself look big. 

 

 

 

               Make loud noises. 

 

 

                   Throw things at the coyote. 

 


