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Whether your construction project is big or small, this booklet will help you to 
identify issues that are likely to apply to your project. 

It has been our experience that projects and applications for permit progress 
more smoothly when these issues have been carefully considered during plan-
ning and before completing an application for permit.  Likewise, fully addressing 
any of these applicable issues in the initial application results in a more  expedi-
tious and cost effective project.  

When applications come before Chatham Township’s  Planning Board,  Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment, and Environmental Commission, we review these 
proposals for their impacts on flooding and stormwater runo�, steep slopes 
and wetlands, water and air quality, plant and animal habitat, and open space 
needs.

There are now strict statewide regulations that govern stormwater runoff (snow 
and rain water), steep slopes, and other environmental resources. Chatham 
Township has adopted some additional regulations beyond these to better 
protect all our Township residents, and our resources.  Information about our 
Township construction and building laws and regulations, steep slope ordi-
nances, stormwater management, site preparation, permits, grading, tree pro-
tection, etc.,  is available online.  Enforcement and violations information is on-
line as well. You and your engineer/architect can review all at www.Chatham-
Township.org (see Ordinances/Codes; Construction & Building; etc.).  

In addition, to better help you with your project, we have prepared this booklet.  
Please read through the entire booklet to identify issues that are likely to apply 
to your project. This will help you to work with your design engineer or planner 
to make sure that your application contains all of the necessary details.  You can 
then share with the Board what steps you have taken to address the issues that 
apply to your project.  As a result of this effort, your project and/or your appli-
cation hearing processes will be more expeditious, efficient, and cost-effective. 

Should you have any questions after having read this booklet, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  

Chatham Township Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment, Environmental 
Commission, and Land Use Office

8.	 SCENIC IMPACT

Will your project block any views from neighboring 
properties? Will your project be signi�cantly larger or 
taller than neighboring properties?

Your lot layout should be done with careful consideration of the 
impact on neighboring properties. The future value of your home 
depends in part on the appearance of the entire neighborhood. Your 
home will be most valuable if it is a good fit within the neighborhood. 
You can contact the Chatham Township Planning and Zoning Boards 
at www.chathamtownship.org/planmail.html for assistance.

9.	 SOCIOCULTURAL IMPACT

Are there any known historical or archeological sites or 
structures older than 50 years on your property?

If your property has any historic or archeological features, you may be 
under some legal obligation to protect them. Even if there is no legal 
obligation, your property value may be enhanced if you preserve these 
features and incorporate them into your project. Check with your 
attorney. The Historical Society of the Township of Chatham can be 
reached at 24 Southern Blvd., Chatham Township or call 973-635-4600.

This booklet is available on-line at 
www.ChathamTownship.org 
on the following webpages:

Chatham Township Planning Board
Chatham Township Zoning Board of Adjustment
Chatham Township Environmental Commission
Chatham Township Land Use Office
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